This is where you will find friendly people, nature in
abundance and a beautiful city by the sea.
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Fukuoka City is located in northern Kyushu, western
Japan.
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Advantageously located close to China and the Korean
Peninsula, the city has served as a gateway for trade
and cultural exchange for many, many years.
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Today, Fukuoka attracts people from all over the world
and continues to evolve as Kyushu’s center of politics,
economics and culture.
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The city’s sphere of influence in terms of transportation
and information extends across Kyushu and
neighboring Yamaguchi Prefecture.
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And the size of its economy ranks with the gross
domestic product of some foreign nations.
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Fukuoka has air links with many major cities and
regions in Asia.
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Its airport, which is used by around 20 million travelers
a year, is one of the world’s most convenient - a mere
11 minutes from the city center on the subway.
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Hakata Port, the largest international container port in
Kyushu, is linked by regular services to destinations in
Asia, North America and Europe, and plays a role in the
global distribution network.
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It is also the gateway to the sea, serving more than two
million people each year, including the highest number
of ocean liner passengers in Japan.
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As a center of distribution in western Japan, Fukuoka
City is directly linked to major cities in Kyushu and
elsewhere in the country by expressway and railway,
while subway and freeway systems serve the inner city
residents.
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Fukuoka’s transportation network is set to expand even
further.
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In 2011, the Kyushu Shinkansen bullet train will stop at
Hakata Station.

201 (2T, BRBERICAMBTBMORYANES

14

14

Fukuoka has a long association with Asian countries in
terms of geography, history and economy.
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Making further use of this advantage, the city was the
first in Japan to introduce the “Fukuoka-Asia Business
Special Zone” and is working to create an environment
that will attract Japanese and overseas companies.
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Momochi Seaside Park, including the Fukuoka Soft
Research Park, is Japan’s leading hub of information-
related industries, hosting information and
communications companies and research facilities from
Japan and abroad.
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Island City, facing Hakata Bay, is an advanced
showcase city where the latest port installations are
being built.
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There are many projects in progress at this center of
new industries, including those in the fields of Asian
business, health, medicine and welfare.
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The area also provides a safe living environment for
18,000 residents.
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Fukuoka City is committed to promoting the robotics
industry, mainly at the Robot Development and
Practical Testing Special Zone.
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The city is known as a leading Japanese university
town where the next generation studies at 11 four-year
universities and 10 junior colleges.
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Universities, industries and the local administration are
collaborating to produce results that are put to practical
use in everyday life.
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Since the Edo Period, the Fukuoka area developed
independently as a castle town, while the Hakata area
grew as a merchant town.
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Some of Hakata's buildings still evoke memories of
times past.
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The area's fine traditional crafts date back centuries
and show the artists’ wisdom, ingenuity and clever
sense of fun.
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The culture of Fukuoka, carefully nurtured by past
generations, has continued to mature.
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And today the city serves as a cultural and artistic
center with a wide range of facilities.
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Of special note is the Fukuoka City Public Library,
which can hold a million books.

BMTEH,2005OUINEREHEE T A ERTHHRERE
FENE HFITER ! CGE: EETIX100MIZHE->TLVET
M. 2005 M IERETT)




29

29

This unique facility has the world's largest collection of
Asian films, and a hall for regular screenings.
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The Fukuoka Asian Art Museum is the world’s first
museum focusing on modern Asian art.
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The museum has contacts with artists from countries all
over Asia - and elsewhere.
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The people of Hakata have long been known for their
love of festivals.

BE>FORYIFEIX, DEIZHONTWNAEZATT,




33

33

All sorts of festivals from the lively to the elegant are
held throughout the year.
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Fukuoka is a hub of fashion, art and music that attracts
many young people.
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Fukuoka is a city of delicacies.
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In addition to fresh fish from the Sea of Genkai, it offers
original specialities such as karashi mentaiko (cod roe
pickled in salt and chili pepper) and Hakata ramen.
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The city is a place of relaxation with a center full of
natural greenery.
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The waterfront area on Hakata Bay offers a soothing
atmosphere.
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We live in the 21* century, where "globalization" and
"borderless" are key words in all aspects of life,
including that of economics and culture.
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Conventions which facilitate the exchange of products,
information and people are becoming increasingly
important.
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Fukuoka has long been a gateway to the continent.
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With exhibition spaces and halls fit for large-scale
international conferences and events, the city's
convention complex is the largest in Kyushu.
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These facilities are located near the city center and are
accessible from cities in Japan and overseas.
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The facilities can be used for economic, academic,

cultural and many other types of conventions by the
international community.
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Fukuoka is open to Asia and the rest of the world,
hosting many international sports events that attract the
world’s top athletes.
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Major sports events such as the Universiade Fukuoka,
a sports festival for students, and the FINA World
Swimming Championships, which were held in Asia for
the first time, attracted many local volunteers who,
along with the athletes, made the events a great
success.
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Other international meetings also draw athletes from
around the globe, adding a dramatic flavour to the
events.
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Higashi Hirao Park is an oasis for sports and
recreational activities set against the backdrop of
nature.
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Fukuoka City has large facilities fit for world-class
athletic events.
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Fukuoka is also the home of the professional baseball
team, Fukuoka SoftBank Hawks, and the professional
soccer team, Avispa Fukuoka.
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The Kyushu Grand Sumo Tournament is held in the city
every year, to the delight of local sports fans.
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Fukuoka has special relationships with seven cities
around the world, and hosts a humber of foreign
government offices and economic organizations.
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Fukuoka is involved in technical cooperation projects
concerning the environment and other fields with the
UN-Habitat Fukuoka Office and the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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Fukuoka has particularly deep exchanges with Asia.
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During Asian Month, which has been held every
September since 1990, various events take place
around the city to introduce the culture, art and
academic aspects of Asia.
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Fukuoka's network of exchange with Asia is growing
through such events as the Asian-Pacific Children’s
Convention, which attracts children from more than 40
countries and regions, and the Asian-Pacific City
Summit, where people representing Japanese and
overseas cities get together to discuss urban issues.
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Fukuoka has progressed along with Asia throughout
history.
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Today, the city is proud of its hospitable people,
abundant nature and rich culture.
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Fukuoka hopes to become a focal point of exchange
with Asia as a livable and lively city full of hopes and
dreams for the future.
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There are new things here just waiting to be
discovered.
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http://www.geocities.jp/shunya_susuki/e-listen/e-listen-1.htm
http://www.geocities.jp/shunya_susuki/e-listen/e-listen-6.htm
http://www.city.fukuoka.lg.jp/promo/english/video01/index.html
http://www.geocities.jp/shunya_susuki/susuki.html

